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ABSTRACT : PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a classifying device, capable of classifying, with 
high accuracy, ultra fine particles having a grain size of the order of nm produced under a 
reduced pressure and capable of conveying them to an accumulation chamber of a higher 
vacuum. 

SOLUTION: When aerosol is introduced from an aerosol generating area in a fine particle 
producing chamber 19 to a classifying device 3 by means of a differential pressure, the 
total pressure of an aerosol intake part constructed on the side of the classifying device 3 
is set up to be equal to or higher than the total pressure in the aerosol generating area. 
With this arrangement, by increasing the flow velocity of carrier gas in the aerosol intake 
part 5, the static pressure in the intake part is decreased lower than the total pressure in 
the aerosol generating area, and therefore aerosol can be introduced from the aerosol 
generating area equal to or lower in total pressure than the classifying device 3, into the 
interior of the classifying device 3 having an equal or higher total pressure. 
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ABSTRACT 



In the fine-particle classification apparatus of the present 
invention, a carrier gas velocity in a take-in section to 
introduce the aerosol to the fine-particle classification appa- 
ratus from the aerosol generation apparatus is increased so 
as to decrease the static pressure in the take-in section. It is 
thereby possible to decrease the static pressure in the take-in 
section than the total pressure in the aerosol generation 
apparatus. As a result, it is possible to introduce the aerosol 
inside the fine -particle classification apparatus with a total 
pressure equal to or higher than that in the aerosol generation 
apparatus from a fine particle generating area, i.e. aerosol 
generation apparatus with a pressure equal to or lower than 
that in the fine-particle classification apparatus. 

16 Claims, 11 Drawing Sheets 
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FINE-PARTICLE CLASSIFICATION 
APPARATUS AND FUNCTIONAL MATERIAL 
PRODUCTION APPARATUS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 5 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a fine -particle classifica- 
tion apparatus for classifying fine particles in an aerosol in 
a gas phase, and more particularly, to a fine-particle classi- 
fication apparatus for charging target fine particles in the 10 
aerosol and further applying an electrostatic field to the 
particles, thereby classifying the particles using a difference 
between each mobility which depends on the particle diam- 
eter. 

2. Description of the Related Art 

As a system for fine-particle classification apparatus for 
classifying fine particles in an aerosol, there have been a 
variety of types conventionally. The following describes 
about the Differential Mobility Analyzing (hereinafter 0Q 
referred to as DMA) which is the first conventional example 
for the fine -particle classification apparatus. In DMA, when 
fine particles in an aerosol are classified, target particles are 
first charged. The charged target fine particles are next 
applied an electrostatic field. The classification is performed 0 _ 
using that the mobility of a particle in a medium gas is 
different depending on the particle size (diametef). The 
details for DMA are described, for example, in Journal of 
Aerosol Science, Vol.28, No.2, pp.193 to 206, 1997. 

The following next describes the Particle Beam Mass 30 
Spectrometry (hereinafter referred to as PBMS) which is the 
second conventional example for the fine particle classifi- 
cation apparatus. In PBMS, target particles are focused into 
a beam with an ultra-sonic velocity in a process where 
enclosed fine particles are injected from a particle source to 35 
an ultra-high vacuum environment. The beam with the 
ultra-sonic velocity of fine particles is next charged in an 
electron beam. The charged target fine particles are then 
applied an electric field in the ultra-high vacuum 
environment, thereby performing a classification corre- 40 
sponding to a mass of a fine particle. The details of PBMS 
are described, for example, in Journal of Aerosol Science, 
Vol.26. No.5, pp.745 to 756, 1995. 

In the first conventional example, it is necessary that an 
operation gas pressure in the DMA type classification appa- 45 
ratus be high, for which one of the reason is that the 
development thereof was started in the premise that an 
aerosol with an atmospheric pressure was sampled to clas- 
sify. Therefore, it is considered that the operation gas 
pressure with more than a range of 50 to 100 Torr be 50 
necessary even 111 a recent reduced pressure DMA type 
classification apparatus. 

The classification accuracy for the DMA type classifica- 
tion apparatus is determined by the degree of Brownian 
diffusion of the target fine particle in the aerosol. In detail, 55 
a great degree of Brownian diffusion means a great displace- 
ment by a fluctuation of the fine particle. When the Brown- 
ian diffusion of the fine particle is great, it is not possible to 
perform an accurate classification. Accordingly, when an 
inert gas with a low gas pressure and a small mass as a 60 
medium gas in the DMA type classification apparatus, the 
degree of Brownian diffusion becomes great, and the degree 
of classification accuracy in the DMA type classification 
apparatus deteriorates. Therefore, it is desired to use an inert 
gas with a high gas pressure and a great mass to some degree 65 
as the medium gas inside the DMA type classification 
apparatus. 
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On the other hand, it is necessary to lower a gas pressure 
inside an aerosol generation apparatus for generating an 
aerosol containing fine particles at a gas phase. In order to 
generate nm -sized fine particles, in particular, with a particle 
diameter of less than 10 nm to produce functional materials, 
it is desired to prepare inert background gases with a small 
mass as possible, and to make the gas pressure less than 50 
Torr, inside the aerosol generation apparatus. It is because 
when inert background gases with a high gas pressure and a 
great mass are prepared inside the aerosol generation 
apparatus, generated fine particles are aggregated and grown 
to large sizes thereof. 

The thus generated fine particles are classified, and the 
classified fine particles are deposited on a substrate, thereby 
producing the functional materials. In this case, since the 
process for depositing the fine particles on the substrate is 
performed after the classification process, it is necessary to 
flow the fine particles in the DMA type classification appa- 
ratus from the aerosol generating apparatus. It is effective to 
use a differential pressure introduction to flow the fine 
particles in the DMA type classification apparatus from the 
aerosol generation apparatus. Therefore, it is necessary to 
lower a pressure inside the DMA type classification appa- 
ratus than that inside the aerosol generation apparatus. 

However, as described above, it is desired thai the gas 
pressure inside the DMA type classification apparatus be 
high to improve the classification accuracy. There is thus a 
problem that it is difficult to improve the classification 
accuracy in the method of introducing the aerosol from the 
aerosol generation apparatus to the DMA classification 
apparatus using the pressure difference. 

On the contrary, in the second conventional example, 
since the inside of the PBMS type classification apparatus is 
set to a high vacuum, the pressure inside the PBMS type 
classification apparatus is lower than that inside the aerosol 
generation apparatus. 

However, in order to classify the fine particles with a 
diameter of several nm without lowering the yield in the 
PBMS type classification apparatus, aerodynamic lenses are 
needed to focus fine particles into a beam in the process that 
the fine particles are injected from a source. It is very 
difficult to design the aerodynamic lenses with a high yield 
and a low dispersion of the kinetic energy. Further, it is 
necessary that the electric grounding of walls of a vacuum 
chamber in the PBMS type classification apparatus be set at 
a level equal to or less than 0.1 volt (V) over the entire 
apparatus in order to keep a size of the PBMS type classi- 
fication apparatus within a size range for practical use. There 
is thus another problem that the production of the PBMS 
type classification apparatus is very difficult. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

An object of the present invention is to provide a fine- 
particle classification apparatus capable of introducing an 
aerosol inside the line-particle classification apparatus with 
a total pressure equal to or higher than that inside the aerosol 
generation apparatus, and classifying fine particles from the 
introduced aerosol. 

The main subject of the present invention is to increase a 
carrier gas velocity in a take-in section for introducing the 
aerosol to the fine-particle classification apparatus from the 
aerosol generation apparatus so as to decrease a static 
pressure in the take-in section, thereby introducing the 
aerosol inside the fme -particle classification apparatus with 
a total pressure equal to or higher than that in the aerosol 
generation apparatus from a fine particle generating area, 
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i.e., aerosol generation apparatus with the total pressure 
equal to or lower than that in the fine-particle classification 
apparatus. 

Further, it is preferable in the present invention that the 
take-in section made at a side of the line-particle classifi- 
cation apparatus have a piping structure in which a specific 
carrier gas flows, and that a diameter of the introduction 
section be smaller than diameters of pipes connected to the 
front and back portion of the take-in section, whereby the 
carrier gas velocity is increased locally in the introduction 
section. As a result, it is possible to lower the static pressure 
in the introduction section effectively. 

It is further desired in the present invention to introduce, 
as a carrier gas or sheath gas inside the fine-particle classi- 
fication apparatus, a medium gas of which the kind is 
different from that of the medium gas used in the aerosol 
generation apparatus, in particular, the medium gas with a 
mass greater than that of the medium gas used in the aerosol 
generation apparatus. 

It is thus possible to lower the static pressure in the 
introduction section further effectively. As a result, it is 
possible to introduce the aerosol to the fine particle classi- 
fication apparatus further efficiently. Further, by the use of 
the medium gas with a great mass as the medium gas (carrier 
gas or sheath gas) inside the fine-particle classification 
apparatus, it is possible to suppress Brownian diffusion of 
target particles in the fine -particle classification apparatus, 
thereby making it possible to improve the classification 
accuracy in the fine-particle classification apparatus. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The above and other objects and features of the invention 
will appear more fully hereinafter from a consideration of 
the following description taken in connection with the 
accompanying drawing wherein one example is illustrated 
by way of example, in which; 

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of a 
functional material production apparatus according to a first 
embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of a 
fine-particle generation chamber in the functional material 
production apparatus illustrated FIG. in 1; 

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of a 
fine-particle classification apparatus in the functional mate- 
rial production apparatus illustrated FIG. in 1; 

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of a 
deposition chamber in the functional material production 
apparatus illustrated FIG. in 1; 

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of an 
aerosol take-in section in the functional material production 
apparatus illustrated FIG. in 1; 

FIG. 6A is an enlarged sectional view of a first functional 
material produced in the functional material production 
apparatus illustrated in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 6B is an enlarged sectional view of a second 
functional material produced in the functional material pro- 
duction apparatus illustrated FIG. in 1; 

FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of another 
example of the deposition section in the functional material 
production apparatus illustrated FIG. in 1; 

FIG. 8Ais a diagram illustrating a particle size distribu- 
tion of fine particles after being generated, and that of fine 
particles after being classified; 

FIG. 8B is a diagram illustrating an optical gap distribu- 
tion of fine particles after being generated, and that of fine 
particles after being classified; 
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FIG. 9A is a diagram illustrating a particle size distribu- 
tion of three kindsof Si fine-particle groups produced for 
multicolor (three primary colors) optical functions; 

FIG. 9B is a diagram illustrating a particle size distribu- 
5 tion of three kinds of Si fine-particle groups produced for 
multicolor (three primarily colors) optical functions; 

FIG. 10A is a horizontal sectional view of a fine-particle 
classification apparatus according to a second embodiment 
of the present invention; 

FIG. 10B is a longitudinal sectional view of the fine- 
particle classification apparatus according to the second 
embodiment of the present invention; and 

FIG. 11 is a diagram illustrating a time-dependency of the 
1S particle concentration of fine particles with an initial diam- 
eter of 10 nm floating in the gas. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 



First Embodiment 

A functional material production apparatus according to 
the first embodiment of the present invention is specifically 
explained using accompanying drawings. FIG. 1 illustrates 
a diagram of a configuration of the inside of the functional 
material production apparatus according to the first embodi- 
ment. 

Functional material production apparatus 100 is provided 
with aerosol generation section 101 which generates an 
aerosol containing fine particles. Aerosol generation section 

101 is connected with aerosol classification section 102 by 
first aerosol carrying pipe 107. Aerosol classification section 

102 classifies the fine particles in the aerosol generated in 
aerosol generation section 101. Aerosol classification sec- 
tion 102 is connected with deposition section 103 with 
fine -particle depositi on nozzle 119. Deposition section 103 
deposits the fine particles classified aerosol classification 
section 102. 

The next description explains aerosol generation section 
101. Aerosol generation section 101 is provided with fine- 
particle generation chamber 104. Fine -particle generation 
chamber 104 functions as a chamber for actually generating 
the aerosol containing fine particles. Provided at the bottom 
of fine-particle generation chamber 104 is vacuum evacua- 
tion system 105 which reduces a pressure inside fine-particle 
generation chamber 104. Provided at a side wall of fine- 
particle generation chamber 104 is introduction window 7 
106. By the use of introduction window 106, it is possible to 
introduce a pulse laser beam radiated from a light source 
toward a solid target which is not shown in the figure but 
provided inside fine-particle generation chamber 104. Pro- 
vided at an upper portion in fine-particle generation chamber 
104 is first aerosol carrying pipe 107. The aerosol ejected 
from the solid target is supplied to aerosol classification 
section 102 through first aerosol carrying pipe 107. 

An end of first aerosol carrying pipe 107 is extended to a 
portion where the solid target is placed in fine-particle 
generation section chamber 104. Provided at a tip of first 
aerosol carrying pipe is an aerosol collection inlet which is 
not shown in the figure. The aerosol collection inlet collects 
the aerosol generated in fine-particle generation chamber 
104 

As vacuum evacuation system 105, turbo molecular pump 
108 is connected with fine-particle generation chamber 104. 
Turbo molecular pump 108 is connected with rotary pump 
109 
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Dry pump 110 is connected to an upper portion of 
fine-particle generation chamber 104. When an ambient 
inert gas is introduced inside fine-particle generation section 

104, dry pump 110 differential-exhausts the gas, and sets the 
ambient inert gas pressure at a constant value (about several 
to lOOTorr). Fine-particle generation chamber 104 is further 
connected with mass flow controller 111. Mass flow con- 
troller 111 controls a- flow rate of the ambient inert gas to be 
introduced inside fine-particle generation chamber 104. 

In fine-particle generation chamber 104 with the configu- 
ration as described above, after the solid target is first placed, 
the pressure inside is reduced by vacuum evacuation system 

105, and then the ambient inert gas is introduced. Next, dry 
pump 110 differential-exhausts the ambient inert gas, and 
sets the ambient inert gas pressure at a constant value (about 
several to 10.0 Torr). Under such a condition, the pulse laser 
beam radiated from the light source being present outside 
fine-particle generation chamber 104 is introduced into 
fine-particle generation chamber 104 through introduction 
window 106 to irradiate the solid target. By irradiating the 
solid target with the pulse laser, atoms, ions and clusters are 
ejected from a surface of the excited solid target. The ejected 
species are collided and aggregated together, and then grown 
to fine particles in the gas phase, while repeating collisions 
to each other and also with molecules (atoms) of the ambient 
gas, thus generating an aerosol. The generated aerosol is 
collected from the aerosol collection inlet of first aerosol 
carrying pipe 107, and transferred to aerosol classification 
section 102 through first aerosol carrying pipe 107. 

The next description explains aerosol classification sec- 
tion 102. Aerosol classification section 102 has aerosol 
take-in apparatus 113 at a position connected with aerosol 
generation section 101. Aerosol take-in apparatus 113 intro- 
duces the aerosol generated in aerosol generation section 
101 through aerosol carrying pipe. Aerosol classification 
section 102 further has fine-particle classification apparatus 
112 at a position connected with aerosol take-in apparatus 
113. Fine -particle classification apparatus 112 classifies the 
fine particles from the aerosol introduced from aerosol 
take-in apparatus 113. Aerosol take-in apparatus 113 uses a 
carrier gas with an adequate velocity to introduce the aerosol 
generated in aerosol generation section 101 into fine-particle 
classification apparatus 112 using a pressure difference. 

Aerosol take-in apparatus 113 is connected with another 
end of first aerosol carrying pipe 107. In the middle of 
aerosol take-in apparatus 113, aerosol take-in section 115 is 
provided at a position connected with first aerosol carrying 
pipe 107. Aerosol take-in section 115 introduces the aerosol 
supplied from aerosol generation section 104. First aerosol 
carrying pipe 107 is connected to the middle portion of 
aerosol take-in section 115. 

An end of aerosol take-in section 115 is connected with 
carrier gas piping 116 The other end of carrier gas pipe is 
provided with carrier gas introduction inlet 118 for supply- 
ing a carrier gas toward aerosol take-in section 115. The 
carrier gas has a function for carrying the aerosol introduced 
into aerosol take-in section 115 to One-particle classification 
apparatus 112. 

Another end of aerosol take-in section 115, which is the 
opposite end to carrier gas piping 116, is connected with 
second aerosol carrying pipe 114 for supplying the aerosol 
introduced into aerosol introduction section 115 to fine- 
particle classification apparatus 112. Aerosol take-in section 
115, carrier gas piping 1.16 and second aerosol carrying pipe 
114 are all structured in the form of pipes. The diameter of 
aerosol take-in section 115 is designed to be smaller than 



that of second aerosol carrying pipe 114 and that of carrier 
gas piping 116. 

In other words, carrier gas piping 116 and aerosol take-in 
section 115 are provided to supply the carrier gas to fine- 

5 particle classification apparatus 112 without changing a flow 
direction of the carrier gas. First aerosol carrying pipe 107 
is connected almost vertically to the direction where carrier 
gas piping 116 and aerosol take-in section 115 are con- 
nected. First aerosol carrying pipe 107 is provided to supply 

10 the aerosol generated in aerosol generation section 101 to a 
flow of the carrier gas flowing in carrier gas piping 116 and 
aerosol take-in section 115. The diameter of an area where 
the aerosol joins the flow of the carrier gas in aerosol take-in 
section 115 is smaller than that of carrier gas piping 116 

1 s which is present at an upper stream portion than the portion 
where the aerosol joins the stream of the carrier gas. 

Second aerosol carrying pipe 114 is provided with valve 
125 being present between aerosol take-in apparatus 113 and 
fine -particle classification apparatus 112. Ionization cham- 

~° ber 117 for ionizing the aerosol is provided between aerosol 
take-in apparatus 113 and fine-particle classification appa- 
ratus 112, and at a side which is closer to fine-particle 
classification apparatus 112 than valve 125. Inside ionization 
chamber 117, americium (Am) that is one of radioactive 

~ isotopes is placed to charge the aerosol passing therein. 
Further in ionization chamber 117, the fine particles are 
charged with a high-density ultraviolet light source such as 
an AiT excimer laser with a wavelength of 193 nm, thereby 
making it possible to charge the fine particles with a mono- 

30 pole with high efficiency. It is thereby passible to improve 
the yield of classified particles. In addition, although the ArF 
excimer laser is used in this embodiment, it may be possible 
to use an excimer lamp and Deep Ultra Violet (DUV) lamp 
as an ultraviolet light source. 

Fine-particle classification apparatus 112 is next 
explained. Fine-particle classification apparatus 112 is com- 
posed of a double-cylinder type DMA fine-particle classifi- 
cation apparatus. Fine-particle classification apparatus 112 is 

4J) provided with mass flow controller 127. Mass flow control- 
ler 127 controls a ■flow rate of the sheath gas which is 
indispensable when the fine particles are classified from the 
aerosol and introduced inside fine -particle classification 
apparatus 112. 

45 Mass flow controller 127 is connected with a sheath gas 
carrying pipe for carrying the sheath gas inside fine -particle 
classification apparatus 112. Provided at a right wall of 
fine-particle classification apparatus 112 is sheath gas 
differential -exhaustion system 126 for exhausting the sheath 

so gas inside fine-particle classification apparatus 112. Sheath 
gas differential-exhaustion system 126 is primarily com- 
posed of a rotary pump connected to a large -sized mechani- 
cal booster pump. Provided at a bottom of fine-particle 
classification apparatus 112 is fine -particle deposition nozzle 

55 119 for carrying the carrier gas with a constant mass flow 
rate Q fj (for example, 11/min. at standard conditions) con- 
taining the fine particles classified to have a uniform diam- 
eter in fine-particle classification apparatus 112, and inject- 
ing such a carrier gas inside deposition section 103. 

t>n aerosol classification section 102 with the configuration as 
described above, the aerosol supplied to aerosol classifica- 
tion section 102 through first aerosol carrying pipe 107 is 
introduced to aerosol take-in section 115 in aerosol take-in 
apparatus 113. The introduced aerosol is supplied to fine- 

65 particle classification apparatus 112 through second aerosol 
carrying pipe 114 by the carrier gas introduced from carrier 
gas introduction inlet 118. The aerosol is ionized in ioniza- 
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tion chamber 117 on the way to he supplied to fine-particle 
classification apparatus 112. The fine particles contained in 
the aerosol supplied to fine-particle classification apparatus 
112 are classified to particles with a uniform diameter, and 
carried to deposition section 103 with the carrier gas with the 5 
constant mass flow rate Q a . 

Deposition section 103 is next explained. Deposition 
section 103 is provided with deposition chamber 121 for 
depositing the classified fine particles. The upper portion of 
deposition chamber 121 is connected to fine-particle classi- 10 
fixation apparatus 112 through fine-particle deposition 
nozzle 119. Provided at a left side surface of deposition 
chamber 121 is laser beam introduction window 120 to 
introduce an excimer laser beam inside deposition chamber 
121. By the use of the laser beam introduction window, it is 15 
possible to introduce the excimer laser beam to a transparent 
medium target, which is not shown in the figure, but 
prepared inside deposition chamber 121. Provided at a left 
side portion of deposition chamber 121 is ultra-high vacuum 
evacuation system 122 for evacuating deposition chamber 20 
121 to be ultra-high vacuum of less than 1x10" 7 Torr prior 
to the production of an optical functional element. Further 
provided at the left side portion of deposition chamber 121 
is carrier gas differential-exhaustion system 123 which per- 
forms the differential -exhaustion of the carrier gas to hold 25 
the pressure inside deposition chamber 121 at a constant 
pressure P2 (for example, 2,0 Torr). 

Deposition chamber 121 is provided with minute-ampere 
meter 124 which measures as a current a transfer of charged 
fine particles (electron transfer) carried out when the clas- 30 
sified charged fine particles are deposited on a deposition 
substrate in deposition chamber 121. 

The carrier gas is carried inside deposition section 103 
configured as described above. The carrier gas has a constant ^_ 
mass flow rate Qa and contains the fine particles with a 
uniform diameter classified in fine-particle classification 
apparatus 112. In deposition chamber 121, the classified fine 
particles supplied from fine-particle classification apparatus 
112 are deposited, thereby producing a functional material. 4Q 

Fine -particle generation chamber 104 according to the 
first embodiment is next explained specifically using FIG. 2. 
FIG. 2 is a configuration diagram of the fine -particle gen- 
eration chamber according to the first embodiment. 

Gas introduction system 209 is provided at a left side wall 45 
of fine-particle generation chamber 104. Mass flow control- 
ler 111 is provided at an end of gas introduction system 209. 
Mass flow controller 111 is set to introduce an ambient inert 
gas 201 inside fine-p article generation chamber 104 with the 
constant mass flow 7 rate Qa. Mass flow controller 111 is 50 
connected to ambient inert gas introduction pipe 203 which 
is extended to a direction for the inside of fine-particle 
generation chamber 104 almost vertically to mass flow 
controller 111. Ambient inert gas introduction pipe 203 is 
connected to ambient inert gas injection pipe 21.0 which is 55 
bent almost vertically at a portion closed to the side surface 
inside fine-p article generation chamber 104. Two ambient 
inert gas injection outlets 21.1 and 212 are formed on 
ambient inert gas injection pipe 210. Ambient inert gas 
injection outlets 211 and 212 are provided with semicon- 60 
ductor target 205, which is a solid target described later, 
between with almost equal distances therefrom. Thus, the 
ambient inert gas forms symmetry flows to semiconductor 
target 205. 

Introduction window 106 is provided at a side surface 65 
next to the surface with gas introduction system 209 in 
fine-particle generation chamber 104. Introduction window 



106 is used to introduce pulse laser beam 204 to the 
semiconductor target inside fine-particle generation cham- 
ber 104. Converging lens 202 is provided outside fine- 
particle generation chamber 104 near introduction window 
106 to converge pulse laser beam 204. Pulse laser beam 204 
converged by converging lens 202 is introduced into fine- 
particle generation chamber 104 through introduction win- 
dow 106. 

Semiconductor target 205 is placed at a position which is 
almost center of the inside of fine-particle generation cham- 
ber 104 and a little close to gas introduction system 209. 
Semiconductor target 205 is a solid target which is a base 
material to generate fine particles. 

Semiconductor target 205 is fixed to a target holder 206 
which has a rotation structure. Target holder 206 is placed at 
a position so that semiconductor target 205 is irradiated by 
pulse laser beam 204 which is introduced inside fine-particle 
generation chamber 104. Semiconductor target 205 is 
excited by pulse laser beam 204 (for example, the second 
harmonic wave of Nd-YAG laser with a wavelength of 532 
11m) introduced into fine-particle generation, chamber 104. 
Excited semiconductor target 205 forms ablation plume 207. 
Species, which are ejected from a surface of semiconductor 
target 205 and grown to fine particles in the neighborhood 
outside abla tion plume 207, are introduced into fine-particle 
fake- in pipe 208. 

Fine-particle take-in pipe 208 is placed near ablation 
plume 207 toward a growing direction of ablation plume 

207, so that the fine particles in the neighborhood of ablation 
plume 207 is easily introduced into fine -particle take-in pipe 

208. Fi ne -particle take-in pipe 208 is connected to first 
aerosol carrying pipe 107. The fine particles introduced into 
fine-particle take-in pipe 208 are supplied to first aerosol 
carrying pipe 107, and then supplied to aerosol take-in 
apparatus 113. 

Fine -particle classification apparatus 112 according to the 
first embodiment is next explained using FIG. 3. FIG. 3 is a 
configuration diagram of the fine-particle classification 
apparatus according to the first embodiment. 

Fine -particle classification apparatus 112 adopts a double - 
cylinder type DMA fine-particle classification method. Fine- 
particle classification apparatus 112 is provided with outer 
cylinder 301 having the cylinder-like form as a main body 
of the apparatus. Inner cylinder 302 is provided inside outer 
cylinder 301. The central axis of outer cylinder 301 and that 
of inner cylinder 302 are placed at almost the same position. 
In other words, outer cylinder 301 and inner cylinder 302 
have the common central axis. Second aerosol carrying pipe 
114 previously described is connected to the left portion of 
fine-particle classification apparatus 112. 

Outer cylinder 301 has the cylinder-like form of which an 
upstream portion (rear end portion: hereinafter, a front 
portion in the direction of the flow of the aerosol is referred 
to as a top or front portion, and an inverse portion is referred 
to as a rear portion) and a top end are opened. Sheath gas 
introduction inlet 303 is provided at the upstream portion. 
The diameter of sheath gas introduction inlet 303 becomes 
smaller from outer cylinder 301 as a base, making a step-like 
form. Filter mesh 313 is provided inside sheath gas intro- 
duction inlet 303. The sheath gas is flown to a space between 
outer cylinder 301 and inner cylinder 302 (which is classi- 
fication region 312 in the narrow sense). At this point, by the 
use of filter mesh 313, the sheath gas can be laminar flow 
effectively in classification region 312 inside fi ne -particle 
classification apparatus 112. 

Passes 304a and 304/? are formed inside outer cylinder 
301 in an intermediate portion in a longitudinal direction 
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thereof. Passes 304<? and 3>()4ba are composed of spaces 
formed between outer cylinder 301 and inner cylinder 302. 
Sheath gas outlets 305(7 and 305ft are respectively provided 
at the top portions of passes 304<7 and 3056, Aerosol 
injection slits 306<7 and 3066 are provided in the form of 
circular rings at a side surface in an intermediate portion of 
outer cylinder 301 in the longitudinal direction thereof. Each 
of aerosol injection slits 306a and 3066 is composed of a fine 
space linking between the outside and inside of outer 
cylinder 301. 

Inner cylinder 302 is composed of a cylinder-like body 
with a diameter smaller than that of outer cylinder 301. The 
upstream portion of inner cylinder 302 is closed. On the 
other hand, the top end portion of inner cylinder 302 has an 
opened cap structure. Further, aerosol take-in slits 307 and 
3076 are formed in the form of circular rings at a side surface 
close to the top portion in the inner cylinder 302. Aerosol 
take-in slits 307^7 and 3076 are respectively composed of 
fine spaces linking between the inside of inner cylinder 302, 
and passes 304/7 and 3046 

The top end portion of inner cylinder 302 is connected to 
aerosol extraction pipe 308 being extended from positions of 
aerosol take-in slits 307a and 3076 to the top end portion. 
Formed at the top end portion of aerosol extraction pipe 308 
is aerosol extraction outlei 309 from which the classified 
aerosol is extracted. 

Second aerosol carrying pipe 114 is branched to a plu- 
rality of branch pipes 114a and 1146 (two FIG. in 1) in 
fine-particle classification apparatus 112. Branch pipes 114a 
and 1146 are branched in the symmetry forms to the com- 
mon axis of double-cylinder structure of fine-particle clas- 
sification apparatus 112. The lop ends of branch pipes 114a 
and 1146 are respectively connected to aerosol injection slits 
306r/ and 3066, which are formed at a side surface of outer 
cylinder 301, from the outside of outer cylinder 301. Further, 
sheath gas exhaustion outlets 305<? and 3056 are connected 
to fme-particle classification apparatus 112 in the symmetry 
forms to the common axis of double-cylinder structure in the 
similar manner with second aerosol carrying pipe 114. 

Cathode high-voltage electrodes 310a and 3106 are 
attached in classification region 312 on an ou ter wall of inner 
cylinder 302. Grounding electrodes 311a and 3116 are 
attached in classification region 312 on an inner wall of outer 
cylinder 301. A radial electrostatic field is formed around the 
common central axis by cathode high -voltage electrodes 
310<r/ and 3106, and grounding electrodes 311a and 3116. 

A configuration of deposition section 103 is next 
explained specifically using FIG. 4. FIG. 4 is a configuration 
diagram of the deposition chamber according to the first 
embodiment. 

Deposition section 103 is provided with deposition cham- 
ber 121. Fine-particle deposition nozzle 119 is provided at 
an upper portion on a side surface of deposition chamber 
121. Fine-particle deposition nozzle 119 injects the carrier 
gas inside deposition chamber 121. The carrier gas has the 
constant mass How rale Qa and contains the fine particles 
with a uniform diameter classified in fine-particle classifi- 
cation apparatus 112. 

Laser beam introduction window 120 is provided at a 
position, which is symmetrical to fine-particle deposition 
nozzle 119 around a center of deposition chamber 121, in 
deposition chamber 121 to introduce excimer laser beam 
405. Mirror 404 is provided near laser beam introduction 
window 120 outside deposition chamber 121 to change a 
running direction of excimer laser beam 405 by 90 degrees. 
Converging lens 403 is provided near mirror 404 to con- 
verge excimer laser beam 405. 
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Excimer laser beam 405 converged by converging lens 
403, of which the direction is changed by 90 degrees with 
mirror 404, is introduced inside deposition chamber 121 
through laser beam introduction window 120. Excimer laser 

5 beam 405 introduced inside deposition chamber 121 reaches 
transparent medium target 408. 

Transparent medium target 408 is fixed to a target drive 
exchange mechanism 406 which carries out the drive and 
exchange of the target. Target drive exchange mechanism 

3 0 406 is placed at a position arranged so that introduced 
excimer laser beam 405 irradiates transparent medium target 
408, Specifically, target drive exchange mechanism 406 is 
provided near an upper portion on a side surface on the 
opposite side of the other side surface, on which fine-particle 

15 deposition nozzle 119 is provided, in deposition chamber 
121. Transparent electrode material target 409, which is 
another transparent medium target, is also fixed to target 
drive exchange mechanism 406. 

Transparent medium target 408 is excited by excimer 

2U laser beam 405 and forms ablation plume 407. Transparent 
medium target 408 and transparent electrode material target 
409 are placed in such a manner that a. growing direction of 
ablation plume 407 goes toward deposition substrate 402. 
Deposition substrate 402, on which fine particles, trans- 

~* parent media and transparent electrodes are deposited, is 
placed at almost the center of deposition chamber 121. 
Deposition substrate 402 is fixed to deposition substrate 
holder 401. 

Further, ultra-high vacuum evacuation system 122 is 
provided at a side portion at which fine-particle deposition 
nozzle 119 is provided. Ultra-high vacuum evacuation sys- 
tem 122 evacuates deposition chamber 121 to be ultra-high 
vacuum of less than lxlO" 7 Torr prior to Ihe production of 

... optical functional element. Carrier gas differential- 
exhaustion system 123 is provided at another side portion 
under deposition substrate 402 in deposition chamber 121. 
Carrier gas differential-exhaustion system 123 performs the 
differential exhaustion of the carrier gas to hold the pressure 

40 inside deposition chamber 121 at a constant pressure P2 (for 
example, 2.0 Torr). 

Minute- ampere meter 124 is provided at a bottom of 
deposition chamber 121, and measures a transfer of charged 
particles carried out when the classified charged fine par- 

4 ^ tides are deposited on deposition substrate 402 in deposition 
chamber 121. Minute-ampere meter 124 electrically detects 
the fine particles subjected to the classification to have a 
uniform diameter in fine-particle classification. Minute- 
ampere meter .124 also measures a diameter of classified fine 

50 particle and a concentration distribution thereof. 
Specifically, minute-ampere meter 124 measures such a 
transfer of fine particles as a current. 

Operations in the functional material production appara- 
tus according to the first embodiment are next explained 

55 specifically using FIG. 1 to FIG. 5. 

The generation method of nm-sized fine particles in the 
first embodiment is first explained. In fine-particle genera- 
tion chamber 104, semiconductor target 205 with high purity 
semiconductor such as silicon (Si) and germanium (Ge) is 

60 irradiated with converged pulse laser beam 204, whereby 
ions, atoms and clusters are ablated from a surface of 
semiconductor target 205. In fi ne -particle generation cham- 
ber 104, such ablated ions, atoms and clusters are condensed 
in a physical vapor phase in which inert gases such as helium 

65 (He) are filled, thereby generating fine-particles. 

At this point, the size distribution of the generated fine 
particles varies depending on species of target materials, 
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pulse laser irradiation conditions such as a wavelength, 
pulse width and energy density, inert gas pressure, and a 
distance and direction from the target. 

What provides the most effect on the particle size distri- 
bution is the pressure of an inert gas. in the case where Si 
is used as a semiconductor solid material, and He is used as 
an inert gas, so-called nm -sized fine particles with diameters 
of several nm to several tens nm equal to or less than 50 nm 
are formed when the gas pressure almost ranges from 3 to 20 
Torr. 

Fine particle generation chamber 104 is composed of 
SUS 304 alloy subjected to electrolytic polishing to be 
correspondent to ultra-high vacuum conditions. 11 is because 
nm-sized fine particles with a large number of surface 
exposed atoms (for example, in line particles with a diameter 
of 5 nm, 40% of atoms are surface exposed atoms) are very 
sensitive to oxidation and impurity contamination. Further, 
used as each valve and flange connected to line-particle 
generation chamber 104 is an ultra-high vacuum correspon- 
dent product capable of being baked at 200° C. 

Further, the generation method of nm-sized fine particles 
according to the first embodiment is specifically explained. 
First, prior to the nm-sized fine-particle generation process, 
valve 125 illustrated in FIG. 1 is closed to eliminate the 
effects of damage and contamination. Next, fine-particle 
generation chamber 104 is evacuated using turbo molecular 
pump 108 as a main pump and rotary pump 22 as a backing 
pump. Thus, as the degree of achieved vacuum inside 
fine-particle generation chamber 104, the order of HP 20 Torr 
is achieved. After the inside of fine-particle generation 
chamber 104 is evacuated to the ultra-high vacuum, vacuum 
evacuation system 105 is closed. 

At the same time as the aforementioned evacuation, 
fine-particle classification apparatus 112 and deposition 
chamber 121 are both evacuated to ultra-high vacuum of less 
than 1x10" 7 Ton with ultra -high vacuum evacuation system 
122 composed of mainly turbo molecular pump. After 
fine-particle classification apparatus 112 and deposition 
chamber 121 are both evacuated, ultra-high vacuum evacu- 4;) 
ation system 122 is closed. 

Next, when nm-sized fine particles are generated, He gas 
with high purity for semiconductor process (the purity 
thereof is more than 99.9999%) is introduced iuside fine- 
particle generation chamber 104 with a constant flow rate of 45 
200 seem through mass flow controller 111. Used as mass 
flow controller .1.11 and gas introduction system 209 for the 
He gas with high purity for semiconductor process are 
high -purity correspondent products with EP grade. In this 
case , the inside of fine -particle generation chamber 104 is 5n 
differential-exhausted with dry pump 11.0 without using 
turbo molecular pump 108, so that the pressure inside 
fine-particle generation chamber 104 is held at. a constant He 
background gas pressure of 10.0 Torr. 

In the reduced pressure He background gases as described 55 
above, semiconductor target 205 is fixed to target holder 206 
in rine-parlieie generation chamber 104, and rotates with an 
angle velocity of 8 rpm (rotations/min). The pulse laser 
beam, which is introduced through laser beam introduction 
window 106 made of quarts, is converged and irradiated on oo 
semiconductor target 205, whereby the ablation occurs on 
the surface of semiconductor target 205. 

Used as semiconductor target 205 is a high-purity Si 
single crystalline substrate (crystal orientation: (00 J); spe- 
cific resistance: 10 Q cm). As pulse laser beam 204 to be 65 
converged and irradiated, the second harmonic wave of 
Q-swjtch Nd:YAG laser (wavelength: 532 nm; pulse energy: 
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1 0 mi; pulse width: 40 ns; repetition rate: 10 Hz) is used, and 
converged and irradiated so that the energy density thereof 
becomes 10 J/cm~ on the surface of semiconductor target 
205. 

The surface of semiconductor target 205 is excited by 
converged pulse laser beam 204. The ablation reaction is 
thereby generated on semiconductor target 205, whereby 
spontaneous oxide films formed on the surface semiconduc- 
tor target 205 and impurities adhered thereon such as metal 
10 and/or carbon compounds are completely removed. 
Thereafter, differential -exhaustion system is closed. At this 
point, the oscillation of pulse laser beam 204 is stopped. 

As described above, the natural oxide films formed on the 
surface of semiconductor target 205 are completely 
15 removed. It is thus possible to eliminate the effects of oxide 
films that are impurities for semiconductor fine particles and 
metal and carbon compounds adhered on the surface of 
semiconductor target 205, which have the possibility of 
contaminating to the semiconductor fine particles. 
20 Next, valve 125 illustrated in FIG. 1 is opened, and the 
carrier gas is introduced to fine-particle classification cham- 
ber 112 and deposition chamber 121 with the constant mass 
flow rate Qa. At the same time, the sheath gas is introduced 
to fine-particle classification apparatus 112 with the mass 
25 flow rate Q c (51/min. at standard conditions) using the mass 
flow controller 127. 

At this point, carrier gas differential-exhaustion system 
123 in FIG. 1 is opened, and the carrier gas is exhausled with 
the constant mass flow rale Qa to hold the pressure inside 
deposition chamber 121 the a constant pressure P2 (for 
example, 2.0 Torr). At the same time as the aforementioned 
operation, sheath gas differential-exhaustion system 126 in 
FIG. 1 is opened, and the sheath is exhausted with the 
constant mass flow rate Q c . At this point, the pressure inside 
fine-particle generation chamber 104 and the pressure inside 
deposition chamber 121 are respectively held at the constant 
pressure PI (for example, 5.0 Torr) and the constant pressure 
P2. 

Si species such ions, atoms and clusters ablated (ejected) 
from the surface of semiconductor target 205 repeat colli- 
sions with atoms of the ambient He gas, and thus dissipate 
the kinetic energy of initial ejection to the ambient He gas, 
facilitating collision of Si species. As a result, the aggrega- 
tion of ablated (ejected) Si species in the physical vapor 
phase, i.e., the generation of nm-sized fine particles is 
carried out. 

At this time, the size distribution of the generated 
nm-sized fine particles varies depending on species of target 
material, pulse laser irradiation conditions such as a 
wavelength, pulse width, and energy density, a distance and 
direction from the target, and ambient inert gas pressure. 

As described previously, what provides the most effect on 
the particle size distribution is the pressure of ambient inert 
gas. When the ambient inert gas pressure is less than a 
threshold, the generation of nm-sized fine particles in the gas 
phase is rapidly suppressed. Then, the most part of ejected 
Si species is condensed on the deposition substrate as an 
amorphous Si film. 

The threshold is in a range of about 3 to 5 Torr in the case 
where Si and He are used as materials, and a Q-switch laser 
with a pulse width of several to several tens ns is used as a 
laser. When the ambient inert gas pressure exceeds this 
threshold and becomes excessively high, the aggregation of 
nm-sized fine particles rapidly occurs. As a result, fine 
particles with apparent diameters of more than 20 nm are 
generated. Further, the particles with apparent diameters of 
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more than 20 nm are aggregated to form particles like grape 
bunches, and a large number of such particles are observed. 
It is because the confinement effect (confinement effect of 
plume) of ejected Si species by ambient l ie gas becomes 
remarkable, whereby the spatial density of ejected Si species 
are excessively increased. 

Therefore, in the first embodiment, 10.0 Torr is set as the 
ambient He gas pressure as a low value as possible for 
causing the generation of nm -sized tine particles. Further, 
there is a tendency that the growl h of line particles is 
facilitated as the distance from the surface of semiconductor 
target 205 becomes longer. Accordingly, in the first 
embodiment, the aerosol collection inlet of line -particle 
take-in pipe 208 is placed at a position with a height of 2.0 
cm vertically above the surface of semiconductor target 205. 

Thus, the nm-sized line particles generated in the gas 
phase are extracted as an aerosol with the ambient lie gas. 
As a result, the kinetic energies of the nm-stzed line particles 
generated in the gas phase are dissipated and stayed in the 
gas phase, whereby the generation of large -sized particles 
caused by unnecessary aggregation is suppressed. The aero- 
sol containing the collected Si nm-sized line particles with 
He gas as the medium gas is flown to aerosol lake-in section 
115 in aerosol classification section 102 through first aerosol 
carrying pipe 107. 

In the first embodiment, the total pressure of aerosol 
take-in section 113 configured at the side of aerosol classi- 
fication section 102 is set at a value equal to or more than the 
total pressure of aerosol generation section 101. 

It is because the classification accuracy in line-particle 
classification apparatus 112 is determined by the degree of 
Brownian diffusion of target fine particles in the aerosol. 
Specifically, when an inert gas with a low gas pressure and 
a low mass is used as the medium gas inside fine-particle 
classification apparatus 112. the Brownian diffusion of the 
target particles in the aerosol becomes prominent, resulting 
in a tendency that the classification accuracy in DMA 
deteriorates. Therefore, it is desired that an inert gas with a 
high gas pressure and a large mass to some degree be used 
as the medium gas inside fine-particle classification appa- 
ratus 112. For this reason, it is necessary to make the total 
pressure inside fine-particle classification apparatus 112 
high. Specifically, it is considered that as the total pressure 
inside fine-particle classification apparatus 112, the opera- 
tion pressure more than 50 to 100 Torr be necessary. Further, 
as the total pressure inside fine -particle classification appa- 
ratus 112 is increased, that of aerosol take-in section 113 is 
also increased. 

On the contrary, the pressure inside aerosol generation 
chamber is 10 Torr. 

Generally, in the case where a fluid collides with a 
substance, the fluid flows along the substance after colliding 
with Ihe substance. For example, when a gas is collided with 
a one end of the substance, the gas first collides with a 
surface of the substance which is vertical to the How of ihe 
gas, and then Hows along the surface of the substance 
parallel to the flow of the gas. In this case, ihe total pressure 
is applied to the surface of the substance which is vertical to 
the flow of the gas (a. pressure applied to the surface of the 
substance which is vertical to the flow of the gas in the 
direction parallel to the flow of the gas), and the static 
pressure is applied to the surface of the substance which is 
parallel to the flow of the gas (a pressure applied to the 
surface of the substance which is parallel to the flow of the 
gas in the direction vertical to the flow of the gas). The total 
pressure is the sum of the static pressure and the dynamic 
pressure related to the gas density and gas velocity. 



As illustrated in FIG. 5, the substantial gas velocity inside 
fine-particle generation chamber 104 can be neglected. 
Further, there is a laminar flow with a gas velocity q, inside 
aerosol take-in section 115. Generally, there is a relationship 
between static pressure P, total pressure P 0 , density p, and 
gas velocity q of the medium gas expressed with the 
following equation (1) from Bernoulli's theorem. 
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Hereinafter, affix "p' 5 denotes the inside of fine-particle 
generation chamber 104, and affix "t ?} denotes the inside of 
aerosol take-in section 115. By adding the analysis of kinetic 
theory of gas molecules to the equa tion (1), the square of gas 
velocity q p which is an influx gas velocity to aerosol take-in 
section 115 from first aerosol carrying pipe 107 can be 
expressed with the following equation (2). 
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Herein, y is a ratio of specific heat of the medium gas and 
determined by a structure of gas molecule, y of inert, gases 
(single atom gases) such as Ar (argon) and He is 1.667 not 
depending on the kinds of gases. 

As can be seen from the above equation (1). the static 
pressure is decreased by increasing the gas velocity. Further, 
when the static pressure is constant, the total pressure is 
increased by increasing the gas velocity. 

The inventors of the present invention paid attention to 
this principle, and found out that it is possible to supply an 
aerosol from aerosol generation section 101 to aerosol 
classification section 102 inside which the pressure is equal 
to or higher than that inside aerosol generation section 101, 
by applying the principle to a structure of first aerosol 
carrying pipe 107 through which the aerosol is passed while 
being earned from aerosol generation section 101 to aerosol 
classification section 102. 

This embodiment adopts a structure illustrated in FIG. 5 
to apply the above-mentioned principle to first aerosol 
carrying pipe 107. In other words, aerosol take-in section 
115, with a longitudinal direction which is vertical to a 
longitudinal direction of first aerosol carrying pipe 107, is 
connected to first aerosol carrying pipe 107. By applying 
such a configuration, it is possible to express an effective 
pressure inside aerosol take-in section 115 as the static 
pressure (P,) and the effective pressure inside first aerosol 
carrying pipe 107 as the total pressure (P op ) when a transfer 
of a gas from first aerosol carrying pipe 107 to aerosol 
take-m section 115 is considered, further, the gas velocity 
(q,) of the carrier gas towards second aerosol carrying pipe 
114 from carrier gas piping 116 eorresponds to the gas 
velocity. 

Thus, in the structure illustrated in FIG. 5, it is possible to 
substantially neglect the dynamic pressure inside first aero- 
sol carrying pipe 107. On the basis of the equation (2), it is 
possible to decrease the static pressure (P { ) in the entrance of 
aerosol take-in section 115 by increasing the gas velocity 
(q,) of the earner gas. A decrease of the static pressure (P,) 
in the entrance of aerosol take-in section 115 corresponds to 
that the effective pressure in the entrance of aerosol take-in 
section 115 is lower than the effective pressure (P Gp ) inside 
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first aerosol carrying pipe 107, thereby enabling the differ- 
ential pressure introduction. As a result, it is possible to 
supply the aerosol to aerosol classification section 102 from 
aerosol generation section 101. According to the principle 
]3reviously described, since the gas velocity of the carrier gas 5 
can be increased further by decreasing the diameter of 
aerosol take -in section 115, it is possible to improve the 
efficiency of supplying the aerosol to aerosol classification 
section 102. 

The principle described above originates in fluid dynam- 10 
ics. Therefore, when a gas with a reduced pressure is an 
object, it is necessary that the gas be in a viscous flow state. 
Accordingly, it is desired that the carrier gas be in the 
viscous flow state. Herein, the viscous flow state means a 
state where the mean free path X of an atom composing the 15 
gas is extremely smaller than a parameter L representing a 
size of a How pass (in this case, the diameter of aerosol 
take-in section 115) (>,<<L). In addition, gases with a large 
diameter of an atom /molecule (corresponding to a larger 
mass) tend to be in the viscous flow state since the mean free 20 
path thereof is small. 

Specifically, the first embodiment adopts Ar with the total 
pressure of 25 Torr as the carrier gas, and further adopts He 
with the total pressure of 10 Torr as the aerosol medium gas 
for the line-particle generation chamber side 104. 

In this setting, when the gas velocity q r in aerosol take-in 
section 115 reaches 260 m/s, it is possible to How the aerosol 
from first aerosol carrying pipe 107 to aerosol take-in 
section 115. In addition, the gas velocity q r in aerosol take-in 
section 115 has an upper limit. The upper limit value of the 
gas velocity is 336 m/s. Further, the influx gas velocity q p 
from first aerosol carrying pipe .107 to aerosol take-in 
section 115 also has the upper limit. The upper limit value 
of the influx gas velocity is 1680 m/s. The limit values of 
two kinds of gas velocities described above are determined 
by only the kind of gas (molecular weight and molecular 
structure) and temperature not without depending on the 
pressure setting. To be exact, this upper limit value of the gas 
velocity is the sound velocity. 

Further, according to the equation (2), the static pressure 
P, is decreased by increasing the gas velocity % in aerosol 
take-in section 115 particularly. It is thereby clarified that the 
introduction of the aerosol to aerosol take-in section 115 can 
be facilitated effectively. Further, it is possible to derive the 
effect on the gas velocity q, provided by each of other setting 
parameters such as p r , P on p p and V op . The results are 
summarized in Table 1. 

TABLE 1 

CARRIER GAS VELOCITY q, q,~ 
CARRIER GAS DENSITY p, p, 
TOTAL PRESSURE OF CARRIER GAS Poi -P 0l 
AiiROSOL MEDIUM G AS DENSITY p p p,r 1 

TOTAL PRESSURE OF AEROSOL MEDIUM GAS Pon P 0p 



In the first embodiment, the How rale of Ar as the carrier 
gas is set at 2.01/min (standard condition). In introducing the 
aerosol, a large amount of the flow rate is advantageous as 
described previously. However, as described later, the exces- 
sively increased flow rate introduces a high ratio to the 
sheath gas, thereby lowering the classification resolution. It 
is set to achieve the flow rate (2.01/min) with 80% of the 
upper limit velocity 336 m/s for the gas velocity q, previ- 
ously described. In this setting, it is derived that the diameter 
of aerosol take-in section 115 should be 2.5 mm. As carrier 
gas piping 116, V* inch pipes with an inner diameter of 4.3 
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mm are used from the availability of EP pipes with high 
cleanness and the necessity to ensure conductance over the 
entire piping. Therefore, aerosol take-in section 115 adopts 
a necking structure as illustrated in FIG. 5. Herein, the gas 
velocity q r of the carrier gas in aerosol take-in section 115 is 
set at a value of 80% of the limit velocity 336 m/s. In this 
setting, the influx gas velocity q p in a boundary area between 
first aerosol carrying pipe 107 and aerosol take-in section 
115 is 338 m/s. Thus, the value of the influx gas velocity 
adequately useful in practical use is ensured. 

In the above-mentioned configuration, the aerosol intro- 
duced to aerosol take-in section 115 in aerosol classification 
section 102 is initially composed of Si nm -sized fine par- 
ticles and He medium gas. Then, the aerosol is mixed with 
argon (Ar) which is the carrier gas introduced from carrier 
gas introduction inlet 118. Therefore, the aerosol has a 
mixed gas of Ar and He as the medium gas, and such an 
aerosol is started being carried to fine -particle classification 
apparatus 112. 

Next, when the above aerosol is passed through ionization 
chamber 117, Si nm -sized fine particles are charged by a 
radioactive ray radiated from radioactive isotope amencium 
( 241 Am) placed inside ionization chamber 117. The charg- 
ing rate at this time depends on diameters of nm-sized fine 
25 particles and the pressure( mostly, the total pressure) inside 
second aerosol carrying pipe 114. In the first embodiment, 
the pressure inside second aerosol carrying pipe 114 is 
assumed to range from 10 to 100 Torr. Therefore, it is 
possible to charge Si nm-sized fine particles with a diameter 
n of 5 nm to monovalence with the rate of about 

Next, the outline of operations in fine-particle classifica- 
tion apparatus 112 are explained. First, Ar gas as the sheath 
gas is introduced from sheath gas introduction inlet with a 
flow- rate of 201/min. The sheath Ar gas is flown to a space 
between outer cylinder 301 and inner cylinder 302 (which is 
the classification region 312 in the narrow sense) through 
filter mesh 313, so that the Ar gas can become the laminar 
flow effectively. At this point, the sheath gas with the flow 
rate almost equal to that of the influx sheath Ar gas is 
exhausted from sheath gas exhaustion outlets 305*7 and 3056 
with the rotary pump. The rotary pump is connected to the 
large-sized mechanical booster pump. 

The medium gas is composed of the mixed gas of Ar and 
He. The aerosol containing the Si nm-sized fine particles is 
introduced to aerosol carrying pipes 114*7 and 114b. Next, 
the aerosols introduced to aerosol carrying pipes 114*7 and 
114b are respectively passed through aerosol injection slits 
306*? and 3066. The aerosols passed through aerosol injec- 
tion slits 306*7 and 3066 are introduced to classification 
region 312. The aerosols introduced to classification region 
312 are applied the radial electrostatic field around the 
common central axis by cathode high- voltage electrodes 
310*7 and 310/3 attached on the outer wall of inner cylinder 
-~ 302 and grounding electrodes 311*7 and 311b attached on the 
inner wall of outer cylinder 301. 

Not-charged Si nm-sized fine particles, which are intro- 
duced from aerosol injection slits 306*/ and 306/? to classi- 
fication region 312, join the flow of the sheath gas with the 
60 laminar flow. Then, the not-charged Si nm-sized fine par- 
ticles are carried from aerosol injection slits 306*7 and 3066 
to the directions to sheath gas exhaustion outlets 310*7 and 
3106 (from left to right in FIG. 3 from a viewer's point) to 
be exhausted from sheath gas exhaustion outlets 305*7 and 
65 3056, respectively. 

On the other hand, Si nm-sized fine particles charged in 
ionization chamber 117 are deflected by the electrostatic 
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lield formed in classification region 312. In particular, 
positive -charged Si nm -sized fine particles are deflected to 
tbe inner cylinder 302 side. A portion of the charged Si 
nm-sized fine particles are passed through aerosol take-in 
slits 307a and 307b., and then extracted from classified 
aerosol extraction outlet 309. The locus of charged fine 
particles in classification region 312 is determined funda- 
mentally by the mobility of charged line particles in the 
sheath gas, carrying velocity to horizontal direction by the 
sheath gas, distribution of electrostatic field strengths and 
geometric shapes (such as classification length L, the diam- 
eter of inner cylinder and the diameter of outer cylinder 
R 2 ). As actual operation parameters, the kind of sheath gas, 
flow rate of the sheath gas, sizes of charged fine particles, 
and valence of charged fine particles determine the locus. By 
setting such parameters appropriately, fine particles with a 
specific diameter can be extracted, thereby enabling the 
classification of the specific fine particles from the aerosol. 

The central value of classified particle diameters is usu- 
ally pre-determined by the horizontal-direction carrying 
velocity and the design of geometric shapes. Then, the 
electrostatic field strength is finally adjusted (as a variable 
parameter), thereby making it possible to select any classi- 
fied particle diameter in some range. Actually, the classifi- 
cation accuracy at this point has a finite width of particle size 
distribution after classification due to a disorder of the 
sheath gas laminar flow caused by the influx of the carrier 
gas with a finite amount, a finite slit width, and effects of 
Brownian diffusion of nm-sized particles in the sheath gas. 

In the first embodiment, as the geometric shape for the 
classification region, L is 20 mm, R 2 is 24 mm, and R 2 is 35 
mm. Further, as the sheath gas, Ar gas with a flow rate of 
201/min is adopted. The applied voltage is variable in a 
range of 1 to 200V, and the positive -charged monovalent Si 
nm-sized fine particles are targets. According to the afore- 
mentioned settings, it is possible to determine the central 
value of diameters arbitrary in a range of 5 to 10 nm. As a 
result, 1 .2 is achieved as the geometric standard deviation of 
the size distribution of classified particles. 

Why Ar gas is used as the sheath gas is that Ar gas 
improves the resolution of classification as compared to He, 
in the same flow rate, because Ar gas has 1.68 times the 
molecular diameter a as He and 1.13 times the viscosity 
coefficient fi as He. Further, Ar gas has the lowest, price 
among inert gases. In the double-cylinder type DMA clas- 
sification apparatus, it is possible to improve the classifica- 
tion resolution very effectively by setting the molecular 
diameter a and viscosity coefficient //. of the sheath gas at 
greater values. The reason for this can be explained with the 
following equation (3) expressing the square of relative full 
width at half maximum (FWHM) of the size distribution of 
classified particles. The equation (3) is obtained by analyz- 
ing the behavior of the aerosol (fine particles and medium 
gas: carrier gas and sheath gas) in the classification region in 
the double-cylinder type DMA classification apparatus as 
the Brownian diffusion phenomenon on the basis of the 
kinetic theory of gas molecules. 
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maximum (FWHM), and the equation (3) is used. Thus, it is 
possible to derive the dependency on the classification 
resolution of each operation parameter such as flow rate of 
sheath gas Q, classification operation pressure P } and clas- 
sification operation temperature T other than the molecular 
diameter a and viscosity coefficient /* of the sheath gas. The 
results are summarized in Table 2, where k is the Boltzmann 
constant. 

TABLE 2 



It is premised that the classification resolution is propor- 
tional to the reciprocal of the relative full width at half 



FLOW RATE OF SHEATH GAS O Q af 

OPERATION PRESSURE p p 0 - 5 

MOLECULAR DIAMETER OF SHEATH OAS a a 

PARTICLE DIAMETER OF FINE PARTICLE d p cL, 

OPERATION TEMPERATURE T T" 1 



In the first embodiment, Ar gas with a great mass is used 
as the sheath gas besides He gas with a small mass that is 
needed in the generation of Si nm-sized fine particles. It is 
intended to improve the classification resolution by adopting 
a greater molecular diameter a of the sheath gas. Further, the 
flow rate Q of the sheath gas is also set at a great value as 
possible to be contributed on the improvement of the clas- 
sification resolution. The increase of classification operation 
pressure P is limited because the He gas pressure in the 
generation of Si nm-sized fine particles is low (10.0 Torr). In 
other words, the classification operation pressure P is limited 
by the structure of aerosol take-in section 115. Further, it is 
effective to set the operation temperature at a lower value to 
improve the classification resolution. However, since it costs 
much to cool the whole apparatus actually, the operation 
temperature is set at a room temperature. Finally, as the 
diameter of target fine particles (d p ) is decreased, the clas- 
sification resolution tends to be lowered. Therefore, it is 
necessary to carefully design the DMA classification appa- 
ratus for nm -sized fine particle with a diameter of several 
nm, specifically, less than 5 nm. 

The high -purity semiconductor fine particles classified in 
fine -particle classification apparatus 112 illustrated in FIG. 3 
are next carried to deposition chamber 121 illustrated in 
FIG. 4 along with the carrier gas with the constant flow rate 
Qa through fine-particle deposition nozzle 119. Then, the 
classified particles are collected and deposited on deposition 
substrate. 402. At this time, transparent medium target 408 is 
excited by excimer laser beam 405. The excited transparent 
medium target 408 is ejected by the ablation reaction. At the 
same time as high-purity semiconductor fine particles are 
collected and deposited on deposition substrate 402, ejected 
transparent medium is collected and deposited on deposition 
substrate 402. 

At this point, it is possible to deposit the transparent 
medium under optimal conditions by control the pressure 
inside deposition chamber 121 to hold the constant pressure 
P2 using carrier gas differential -evacuation system 123. 

By carrying out the collections and depositions of the 
classified high-purity semiconductor fine particles and trans- 
parent medium at the same time, it is possible to form a 
structure where group IV semiconductor fine particles 602 
are dispersed in semiconductor fine particles dispersed trans- 
parent medium layer 601 on deposition substrate 402 with 
the surface on which lower electrode layer 606 is formed. 
Lower electrode layer 606 is formed by, for example, 
sputtering, on deposition substrate 402. Further, lower elec- 
trode layer 606 is composed of, for example, metal silicide, 
and has high chemical and thermal stabilities. 

In addition, in the first embodiment, the collections and 
depositions of the high-purity semiconductor fine particles 
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and transparent medium are performed at the same lime in 
deposition chamber 121 illustrated in FIG. 4. On the 
contrary, it is possible that the deposition ot" high-purity 
semiconductor fine particles is first carried out with fine- 
particle deposition nozzle 119 to deposit a constant amount 5 
of high-purity semiconductor fine particles, and that the 
transparent medium is deposited on the deposition substrate, 
so as to form a layered structure of fine particles and 
transparent medium. Further, by repealing the deposition of 
high -purity semiconductor fine particles and thai of trans- 
parent medium alternately a plurality of times, ii is possible 
to form a structure, as illustrated in FIG. 6K where group IV 
semiconductor fine particles layer 603 and transparent 
medium layer 604 are piled in the form of layers. 

In addition, in the first embodiment, the structure, where 
group IV semiconductor fine particles 602 are dispersed in 
transparent medium layer 601, is directly formed on depo- 
sition substrate 402. It may be also possible to form an 
appropriate medium layer on deposition subsirale 402, and 
to form semiconductor fine particles dispersed transparent ^ 
medium layer 601, in which group IV semiconductor line 
particles 602 are dispersed, on such a medium layer. 

At the same time as the collection and deposition of 
high-purity semiconductor fine particles, it is possible to 
perform the confirmation and control of a deposition amount 
of fine particles using minute-ampere meter 124. Minute- 
ampere meter 124 measures the transfer of charged particles 
carried out when the classified charged line particles are 
collected and deposited on the deposition substrate, as the 
confirmation and control of the deposition amount of fine 
particles. 

After the collection and deposition of high-purity semi- 
conductor fine particles and that of transparent medium are 
finished, transparent medium target 408 is exchanged with 
Transparent electrode material target 409 using the target 
drive exchange mechanism 406 illustrated in FIG 4. 

Transparent electrode material target 409 is excited by 
excimer laser beam 405, and ejects the transparent electrode 
species by the ablation reaction. The ejected transpareni 
electrode species form transparent electrode layer 605 on 
semiconductor fine particles dispersed transparent medium 
layer 601 or transparent medium layer 604. At this time, the 
kind of ambient gas and the pressure P2 inside deposition 
chamber 121 are controlled to enable the transparent elec- 
trode species to be deposited under optimal conditions as a 
thin film (for, example, the ambient gas is 0 2 with a purity 
of 99.999%, the pressure is in a range of 10 to 200 mTorr). 

As described above, it is possible to form the transpareni 
electrode to be contacted to the optical functional element in 
a single apparatus with contamination and damages redueed 
without exposing an active region of the functional material 
to the atmosphere. 

In addition, the deposition of transparent medium and 
transparent electrode material are carried out by the ablation 
by the laser beam. However, it may be possible to carry tun 
the deposition of transparent medium targel 408 and trans- 
parent electrode material target 409 by sputtering. When the 
depOvSition is carried out by the sputtering, it is possible jo 
use the technique in the conventional semiconductor 
apparatus, and therefore to simplify mechanism parts and 
optical parts. Since the sputtering is carried out in mixed 
background gases of Ar as a main component and C) 2 as a 
second component with a pressure of several Torr to several 
mTorr, it is possible to reduce the effects of oxidation on 
semiconductor materials in forming transparent electrode 
layer 605 in particular. As described above, it is effective to 
carry out the deposition by the sputtering. 
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A deposition chamber which is modified based on the first 
embodiment is explained using FIG. 7. FIG. 7 is a configu- 
ration diagram of the deposition chamber modified based on 
the first embodiment. In addition, in FIG. 7, the same 
sections as those already explained have the same symbols 
to omit the explanation thereof. 

As illustrated in FIG. 7, fine-particle deposition nozzle 
702 is provided at almost the center on an upper portion in 
deposition chamber 701. The classified fine particles are 
entering and injected inside deposition chamber 701 along 
with the carrier gas with the constant flow rate Qa from 
fine-particle deposition nozzle 702. 

Deposition substrate 402 is placed at almost the center 
inside deposition chamber 701. Deposition substrate 402 is 
fixed to deposition substrate holder 401. Therefore, an 
injection hole of line-particle deposition nozzle 702 is 
positioned to a direction of the normal line of deposition 
substrate 402. 

Transparent medium target 408 is fixed to target holder 
703. Target holder 703 performs the drive of the target with 
motor 704. Transparent medium target 408 is excited by 
excimer laser beam 405. Kxcited transparent medium target 
408 generates ablation plume 407. The target holder 703 is 
placed in such a manner that the growth direction of ablation 
plume 407 matches the direction of the normal line of 
deposition substrate 402. Further, transparent medium target 
408 is made in the form of a ring. 

By thus configuring the inside of deposition chamber 701, 
the deposition of high-purity semiconductor fine particles 
and that of transparent medium are both carried out on 
deposition substrate 402 from the normal direction thereof, 
whereby the deposition e yields of both high-purity semi- 
conductor fine particles and transparent medium are 
improved. Further, it is possible to obtain a uniform distri- 
bution of deposited species composed of high-purity semi- 
conductor fine particles and transparent medium. 

Next, FIG. 8A illustrates an example of a particle size 
distribution of nm -sized Si fine particles which were actually 
generated using the apparatus system according to the first 
40 embodiment. The classification and deposition conditions at 
that time are as follows: 

Generation chamber He gas pressure:5.0 Torr; deposition 
chamber He gas pressure: 4. 5 Torr, flow rate of carrier 
gas: He 0.33SLM (Standard conditions, 1/min); flow rate of 
45 sheath gas:He 1.67SLM; DMA classification region applied 
voltage:-2.5V; deposition substrate applied voltage: -100V; 
and deposition substrate temperature: room temperature. The 
other conditions with respect to Si fine panicles generation 
such as irradiation conditions of an excited laser are all the 
50 same as described previously in the detailed explanation for 
FIG. 2 in the first embodiment. 

In FIG. 8A, the particle size distribution (hereinafter, also 
referred to as size distribution) of Si fine particles immedi- 
ately after being generated is expressed with black circles, 
55 and that of Si line particles after being classified are 
expressed with while histograms. The particle Size distribu- 
tion of Si line particles immediately after being generated 
was calculaied based on measured values by minute-ampere 
meter 124 due to incidence of charged particles at deposition 
oo substrate bolder 401, while sweeping the DMA classification 
region applied voltage (electrostatic field strength). The 
particle size distribution of classified fine particles was 
obtained with an electron microscope by observing Si fine 
particles deposited on substrate deposition 402 under the 
b 5 fixed DMA classification region applied voltage (-2.5V). 
The size distribution of the generated Si fine-particles is 
extremely broad (black circles: geometric standard deviation 
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o =1.8). However, by performing the DMA classification 
for the Si fine-particles, it is possible to obtain an extremely 
sharp size distribution (white histograms :geometric standard 
deviation or »1.2). Such a sharp size distribution is called 
monodispersed diameter particles 

In addition, in FIG. 8A, the average particle diameter of 
the Si fine-particle group immediately after being generated 
is 5.8 nm. Further, by maintaining the DMA classified region 
applied voltage at -2.5V, it is possible to obtain a smaller 
average particle diameter of 3.8 nm after the classification. 

It is known in the semiconductor from the principle in 
quantum mechanics that the energy band gap £ of a 
semiconductor fine particle varies as a function of the 
particle diameter d rt} thereof when the particle diameters are 
synthesized in regions comparable to Bohr radiuses of 
excitons or de Broglie wavelengths of carriers. In other 
words, increases with decreasing d 7n . In the case where 
the material of fine particles is Si, it is confirmed that when 
d w ranges from 2 to 10 nm, varies in the visible region 
such as a range from 1 .7 to 3.0 eV, by the analysis obtained 
by combining effective -mass approximation and tight- 
binding approximation. E ? is exactly a physical quantity for 
determining photon energies of optical absorption. 

FIG. 8B illustrates a diagram of the distributions of E g 
corresponding to size (d„,) distributions of Si fine panicles 
before and after the classification in FIG. 8 A. As can be seen 
from FIG. 8B, the center of the E„ distribution of Si 
fine-particle group immediately after being generated 
(before the classification, black circles) is in the near- 
infrared region (1.4 eV). The photon energy of 1.4 eV 
corresponds to the diameter of 5.8 nm in FIG. 8A. On the 
contrary, the center of the E ? distribution of Si fine-particle 
group after being classified (white histograms) is in a 
wavelength region for the red portion in the visible region 
(1.8 eV). The photon energy of 1.8 eV corresponds to the 
diameter of 3.8 nm in FIG. 8 A. It is understood from the 
aforementioned phenomenon that it is impossible to provide 
the Si fine particle group immediately after being generated 
with the optical function in the visible region, but it is 
possible to provide the Si fine-particle group with the optical 
function (such as optical absorption and light emission) in 
the visible region by subjecting such a Si fine-particle group 
to the DMA classification. Enabling Si fine-particle group to 
exhibit the optical function (such as optical absorption and 
light emission) is extremely valuable in industries. 

As described above, it is possible to make fine particles be 
in the monodispersed state by classifying the Si fine particles 
immediately after being generated. When the fine particles 
are thus in the monodispersed state, in other words, the peak 
is present at a specific particle diameter in the size 
distribution, the energy band gaps corresponding to the 
diameters are also made uniform. Therefore, since a large 
number of classified fine particles are present, the fine 
particles emit a light strongly with a wavelength correspond- 
ing to the energy band gap. By classifying the fine particles 
to the diameter corresponding to the band gap energy which 
is the wavelength of the visible region, it is possible to 
achieve the fine particles exhibiting the optical function in 
the visible region. In addition, the relationship between 
particle diameter and energy band gap varies depending on 
materials for semiconductor because the de Broglie wave- 
length varies depending on the materials. 

Further, it is possible to produce optical functional 
devices with desired wavelengths by classifying the Si 
fine-particle group with desired diameters, by using that E^, 
determining wavelengths for optical absorption and light 



emission, as a function of the particle diameter d m of the Si 
fine particles. In other words, it is possible to produce the 
optical functional devices in the visible region by depositing 
the classified Si fine-pariicles with the selected monodis- 
5 persed diamelers,on deposition substrate 402. 

Using the generation-classification -deposition sequential 
process system in the first embodiment, three Si fine-particle 
groups illustrated in FIG. 9A were produced. These Si 
fine-particle groups were classified respectively setting the 
10 average diameter at 3.9 nm, 2.4 nm and 1.9 nm. a of each 
Si fine-particle group is within 1.2. The determination of the 
average diameter of Si fine -particle group can be carried out 
by controlling the DMA classification region applied volt- 
age. By applying the same analysis as in FIG. 8, three Si 
15 fine-particle groups that the central values in E ? 
(corresponding photon energy) distributions correspond to 
1.91 eV, 2.25 eV and 2.76 eV (FIG. 9B). The values of E g 
correspond to wavelengths of 650 nm, 550 nm and 450 nm, 
respectively. These wavelengths are exactly for the three 
20 primary colors, i.e., for red, green and blue. It is thus 
possible to produce the optical functional devices with 
emitting wavelengths for red, green and blue by depositing 
the classified Si fine -particle groups with such a diameter 
co-deposited on substrate 402, with the medium, by the 
25 pulsed laser ablation in inert background gases. 

As described above, the achievement of the optical func- 
tional element emitting three primary colors in the visible 
region using Si fine particles has an extremely great signifi- 
cance in optical and electronic industries. 

As described above, the first embodiment has the con- 
figuration for flowing the carrier gas with a large gas 
velocity to aerosol take-in section 115 to introduce the 
aerosol to aerosol classification section. 102. Thus, the static 
pressure in aerosol take-in section 115 is lowered. As a 
result, even when the total pressure in aerosol take-in section 
115 configured at the side of aerosol classification section 
102 is set at a value equal to or higher than the total pressure 
in aerosol generation section 101, the static pressure in 
aerosol take-in section 11.5 can be made lower than the total 
pressure in aerosol generation section 101. Accordingly, it is 
possible to introduce the aerosol from aerosol generation 
section 101 to aerosol classification section 102 with the 
total pressure equal to or higher than that in aerosol gen- 
4 _ eration section 101. 

Further, in the first embodiment, the specific carrier gas is 
flown to aerosol take-in section 115 configured at the side of 
aerosol classification section 102, and the diameter of aero- 
sol take-in section 115 is designed to be smaller than the 
50 diameters of other pipes connected to a front portion and rear 
portion thereof, whereby the gas velocity of carrier gas is 
locally increased in aerosol take-in section 1.15. As a result, 
it is possible to lower the static pressure in aerosol take-in 
section 115 at the side of aerosol classification section 102 
55 effectively without preparing a specific take-in apparatus. 
Further, the first embodiment has the constitution where 
introduced as the carrier gas or sheath gas inside aerosol 
classification section 102 is the medium gas of which the 
kind is different from that of the medium gas inside aerosol 
60 generation section 101, in particular, the medium gas with a 
mass larger than that of the medium gas inside aerosol 
generation section 101. It is thereby possible to lower the 
static pressure in aerosol take-in section 115 in aerosol 
classification section 102 further effectiv el y. As a result, it is 
65 possible to introduce the aerosol to aerosol classification 
section 102 more efficiently. Further more, since the mass of 
the medium gas (carrier gas or sheath gas) inside fine- 
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particle classification apparatus 112 is heavy, il is possible to 
suppress the spacial dissipation by Brownian diffusion of 
target fine particles in fine-particle classification apparatus 
112, resulting in the further improved classification accuracy 
in aerosol classification section 102. 

In addition, in the first embodiment, when the fine 
particles, which are gene rated from semiconductor target 
205 then classified, are collected on deposition substrate 
402, substantially at the same time, the species generated by 
the ablation reaction on transparent medium target 408 are 
collected on deposition substrate 402. Il is thereby possible 
to disperse the classified fine particles generated from semi- 
conductor 205 in the species composed of transparent 
medium target 408 to deposit. As a result, it is possible to 
produce the high-purity fine particles with the monodis- 
persed diameter and uniform structure efficiently with con- 
tamination and damages reduced, and to deposit such high- 
purity fine particles on the substrate at the same as the 
deposition of the transparent medium. Thus, it is possible to 
compose the form and structure of high quality optical 
functional devices. 

Further, in the first embodiment, it is possible to alter- 
nately deposit a thin film composed of classified fine par- 
ticles generated from semiconductor target 205 and another 
thin film composed of transparent medium target 408. As a 
result, it is possible to produce the high-purity fine particles 
with the monodispersed diameter and uniform structure 
efficiently with reducing contamination and damages, and to 
deposit such high-purity fine particles and the transparent 
medium alternately on the substrate. 

In addition, fine-particle classification apparatus 112 
according to the first embodiment adopts the type electric 
mobility classification apparatus. It is thereby possible to 
classify fine particles with a high yield. As a result, the 
high-purity fine particles with a monodispersed diameter and 
uniform structure can be collected and deposited efficiency. 

Further, according to the first, embodiment, it is possible 
to hold the pressure inside fine-particle generation chamber 
104 at the optimal pressure for the condensation and grow- 
ing of fine particles generated from semiconductor target 
205. It is also possible to hold the pressure inside deposition 
chamber 121 at the optimal pressure for the deposition of 
species generated from transparent medium target 408. It is 
thereby possible to generate and deposit the fine particles 
and transparent medium under respective optimal ambient 
gas pressures. Furthermore, it is possible to cause a pressure 
difference between aerosol generation section 101 and depo- 
sition section 103. By the use of the generated pressure 
difference, it is possible to carry the fine particles from 
aerosol generation section 101 to deposition section 103 
efficiently. 

In addition, according to the first embodiment, it is 
possible to exchange transparent medium target 408 with 
transparenl electrode material target 409 using target drive 
exchange mechanism 406 provided at deposition chamber 
121. It is thereby possible to excite transparent electrode 
material target 409 after depositing the species composed of 
semiconductor target 205 and transparent medium targel 
408. Then, it is possible to deposit species generated by the 
ablation reaction caused by the excited transparent electrode 
material target 409 on the species composed of semicon- 
ductor target 205 and transparent medium target 508 to form 
a transparent electrode. As a result, it is made possible to 
also form the transparent electrode to be contacted to the 
optical functional devices in a single apparatus with reduc- 
ing contamination and damages without exposing the active 
region of he functional functional materials to the atmo- 
sphere. 



Further, in the modification example on the basis of the 
first embodiment, it is possible to carry out the deposition of 
species composed of semiconductor target 205 and trans- 
parent medium target 408 on the substrate from Ihe normal 

5 direction to the substrate, thereby making it possible to 
improve the yields of stacking and deposition to the sub- 
strate of the fine particles and transparent media. 

In addition, the first embodiment has ionization chamber 
117 adopting a charging system for target fine particles using 

10 the radioactive isotope. Further, the charging efficiency can 
be improved by using a vacuum ultraviolet light source to 
charge the line particles in ionization chamber 117. 

In addition, in the first embodiment, the generated fine 
particles are charged in the ablation plume generated by the 

15 excitation pulse laser. Therefore, it is possible to eliminate 
ionization chamber 117 where the radioactive isotope and 
vacuum ultraviolet ray source are used. Thus, it is possible 
to perform the miniaturization and cost reduction of the 
apparatus, and further to shorten the process of carrying fine 

20 particles. As a result, it is possible to suppress the phenom- 
ena such as deposit and aggregation of fine particles being 
carried. 

Further, in the first embodiment, it may be possible to 
carry out the deposition of transparent medium target 408 
2!i and transparent electrode material target 409 by sputtering. 
It is thus possible to use the technique in the conventional 
semiconductor apparatus, and to further simplify mechanical 
parts and optical parts. 

30 Second Embodiment 

A functional material production apparatus according to 
the second embodiment of the present invention is 
explained. The apparatus is obtained by modifying the 
fine -particle classification apparatus according to the first 

^ embodiment to be operated in a pressure lower than the 
atmospheric pressure. In order to operate the fine-particle 
classification apparatus in the pressure lower than the atmo- 
spheric pressure, it is necessary to exhaust a sheath gas 
inside the fine-particle classification apparatus efficiently 
with a high exhaustion rate. 

In the second embodiment, in order to achieve the subject, 
it is noticed that an increase of the cross-section area of the 
classification region in the fine-particle classification appa- 

45 ratus is efficient. Actually, in order to increase the cross- 
section area of the classification region in the fine-particle 
classification apparatus, the form of the cross section of the 
line-particle classification apparatus is modified from the 
double -cylinder type to a rectangle type. 

50 In addition, the sections and chambers in the second 
embodiment are the same as in the first embodiment except 
the fine-particle classification apparatus, and explanations 
thereof are omitted. 
'The fine -particle classification apparatus according to the 

>5 second embodiment is next explained using FIG. 10A and 
FIG. 10B. FIG. 10A and FIG. 10B are configuration dia- 
grams of the fine-particle classification apparatus according 
to the second embodiment. 

Fine-particle classification apparatus 801 has the cross- 

60 section in the form of a rectangle, and is composed of outer 
shell portion 817 with space portion 818 of which the form 
of the cross-section is nearly rectangle. Flat portions A802 
and B803 are formed in parallel to each other on respective 
inner surfaces at left and right sides in outer shell portion 

65 817, being faced to each other with a constant interval R. 
The forms of flat portions A802 and B803 are both rect- 
angles. 
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Provided at a slightly upper portion than the cenler in the fiat portion B803 are extracted from carrier gas exhaustion 

side of flat portion A802 of outer shell portion 817 is carrier outlet 808 as classified fine particles. 

gas introduction inlet 804 for introducing the carrier gas In order t0 impr0 ve the classification resolution in fine- 

which carries the charged fine particles. Provided near particle classification apparatus 801, it is necessary that the 

earner gas introduction inlet 804 at the side of flat portion 5 shealh gas passed through classification region 806 be in a 

A802 of Outer shell portion 817 is carrier gas injection outlet laminar How state, in order to achieve the laminar flow state, 

805 for injecting the introduced carrier gas to classification as a form of lhe cross sec tion, it is desired to avoid a form 

region 806. with acute angles which tend to generate stagnation. It is 

Classification region 806 is a space with a constant further desired that the form of the cross section of classi- 

inlerval R between fiat portions A802 and B803 of space to fication region 806 be smooth curved lines as possible, 

portion 818 inside outer shell portion 817. In addition, Accordingly, four corners 819a to H19d of the cross section 

carrier gas injection outlet 805 is provided at a higher of classification region 806 in rectangle type fine-particle 

portion in classification region 806 of outer shell portion classification apparatus 801 are cut to be circles. It is thereby 

817. possible to generate further uniform laminar flow state of 

Provided at a side surface at the side of classification 15 sheath gas 814. As a result, it is made possible to improve 

region 806 at the side of flat portion B803 of outer shell the classification resolution of fine particles in fine-particle 

portion 817 is slit 807 for selecting fine particles with a classification apparatus 801. 

monodispersed diameter. Provided at an outer side surface l n addition, generally, an exhaustion conductance of a 

of outer shell portion 817 near slit 807 is carrier gas ^ pipe is proportional to the square of the cross-section area of 

exhaustion outlet 808 to extract the selected fine particles 20 the pipe in the viscous flow area. Therefore, the eross- 

with the monodispersed diameter. section area of classification region 806 in fine-particle 

In addition, metal plate 809 is provided on a side surface, classification apparatus 801 is set at a value equal to or more 

at the side of classification region 806, of outer shell portion than that of the sheath gas pipe at the upper stream portion 

817. In other words, a portion of flat portion B803 is than sheath gas introduction inlet 813. Thus, the conduc- 

composecl of metal plate 809. Metal plate 809 is surrounded 2:> tance of classification region 806 in fine-particle classifica- 

with insulator 810 being contacted thereto, whereby metal tion apparatus 801 is set at a value equal to or more than that 

plate 809 is completely insulated by insulator 810. In of the sheath gas pipe at the upper stream portion than sheath 

addition, insulator 810 is provided to shield an inside portion gas introduction inlet 813. As a result, it is possible to 

of outer shell portion 817 except a portion of flat portion ^ eliminate stagnation in sheath gas 814 flown to classification 

B803 in outer shell portion 817. ,0 region 806 through sheath gas introduction inlet 813 from 

DC power supply 811 is connected to the side surface at the sheath gas pipe. Further, it is made possible that sheath 

the side of flat portion B803 in outer shell portion 817. The gas 814 passed through classification region 806 becomes 

outer of outer shell portion 817 is grounded by DC power the laminar flow state. 

supply 811. Metal plate 809 is applied a positive or negative ^ Further, the form of the cross section of the sheath gas 

voltage by DC power supply 811. J pipe at the upper stream portion than sheath gas introduction 

Filter 812 is provided at an upper stream portion than inlet 813 is designed to be continuously changed to the form 

classification region 806 in fine-particle classification appa- of the cross section of classification region 806 in fine- 

ratus inside outer shell portion 817. Filter 812 makes the particle classification apparatus 801. It is thereby possible to 

sheath gas, introduced from sheath gas introduction inlet 4Q prevent rapid changes of the form of a sheath gas pass in 

813, a uniform laminar flow. front and rear portions of sheath gas introduction inlet 813. 

'ITie fine particle classification operation in fine -particle As a result, it is made possible that stagnation and disorder 

classification apparatus 801 is next explained. of the sheath gas flow are suppressed, and that the sheath gas 

Sheath gas 814 is introduced to fine-particle classification passed through classification region 806 becomes the lami- 

apparatus 801 through sheath gas introduction inlet 813, and 4 ^ Dar fiow slate - * n other words, it is made possible to achieve 

then passed through filter 812. By being passed through filter " fine-particle classification apparatus 801 with excellent cias- 

812, the flow of sheath gas 814 in fine-particle classification sification performance. 

apparatus 801 is made uniform. In particular, when the cross-section area of classification 

After being passed through filter 812, sheath gas 814 is region 806 in line -particle classification apparatus 801 is 

passed through classification region 806 in a stale of laminar 50 equal to that of the sheath gas pipe at the upper stream 

flow, and then exhausted from sheath gas exhaustion outlet portion than shealh gas introduction inlet 813, it is important 

815. On the otherhand, charged fine particles are carried by that the changes of the form of the sheath gas pass around 

carrier gas 816, and introduced to fine-particle classification sheath gas are made smooth and continuous in the front and 

apparatus 801 from carrier gas introduction inlet 804. Car- rear portions of sheath gas introduction inlet 813. The reason 

rier gas 816 introduced to fine-particle classification appa- 55 for this is that making the changes of the form of the sheath 

ratus 801 is injected to classification region 806 from carrier gas pass smooth and continuous in the front and rear 

gas injection outlet 805. portions of sheath gas introduction inlet 813 is extremely 

In classification region 806, the electrostatic field is effective to the flow of the sheath gas keeps the laminar flow 

applied to a space between flat portions A802 and B803 in state. 

a direction vertical to the flow of sheath gas 814. Therefore, 60 In addition, in order to operate fine-particle classification 

the fine particles injected from carrier gas injection outlet are apparatus 801 at a pressure lower than the atmospheric 

carried downward, while indicating the deflected loci in a pressure, it is necessary to exhaust the sheath gas with a high 

direction from flat portion A802 to flat portion B 803. The exhaustion rate. Alternately, in order to operate fine-particle 

loci are the deflection corresponding to the degree of electric classification apparatus 801 at a pressure lower than the 

mobility which depends on the number of charged fine 65 atmospheric pressure, it is necessary to exhaust the sheath 

particles and the diameter of fine particles. Then, only gas efficiently with sheath gas differential-exhaustion system 

particles reaching slit 807 provided at the lower portion of 126 illustrated in FIG. 1. 
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To solve the above problem, in fine -particle classification 
apparatus 801 according lo the second embodiment, the 
form thereof is modified to a rectangle type. It is thereby 
achieved to obtain the fine-particle classification apparatus 
in which the cross-section area of classification region 806 5 
in fine-particle classification apparatus 801 is decreased to a 
value almost equal to that of the cross-section area of the 
sheath gas pipe at the upper stream portion than the sheath 
gas introduction inlet. As a result, it is possible to decrease 
the sheath gas capacity inside fine-particle classification 10 
apparatus 801 considerably. Further, the low pressure opera- 
tion in fine-particle classification apparatus 801 is achieved 
by exhausting the sheath gas efficiently with sheath gas 
differential-exhaustion system 126 composed of a small - 
sized vacuum pump. 15 

Specifically, as the sheath gas pipe at the upper stream 
portion than sheath gas introduction inlet 813 illustrated in 
FIG. 10, for example, a cylinder pipe with a diameter of 0.5 
inch (about 12.7 mm) is used. Further, the cross-section area 
of classification region 806 in fine-particle classification 20 
apparatus 801 is decreased to the value (about 130 mm 2 ) 
almost equal to that of the cross-section area of the sheath 
gas cylinder pipe. Furthermore, projection length L between 
carrier gas injection outlet 805 and slit 807 is set at 20 mm. 
The sheath gas capacity inside fine-particle classification 25 
apparatus 801 is made one -two hundredth that of fine- 
particle classification apparatus 112 according to the first 
embodiment. As a result, even when a small -si zed vacuum 
pump with a rate of 1301/min is used as a pump composing 
sheath gas differential -exhaust ion system 126, it is made 30 
possible to operate the fine-particle classification apparatus 
801 at a low pressure in a range of 20 to 50 Torr. 

In addition, the four corners of the cross section, which is 
a rectangle, of classification region 806 in fine-particle 
classification apparatus 801 are cut to be circles, so that the 
cross section of sheath gas cylinder pipe, which is a circle, 
is continuously changed to the cross section of classification 
region 806. By thus avoiding the rapid changes of the form 
of gas path in the front and rear portions of sheath gas 
introduction inlet, disorders in the sheath gas flow are 
suppressed and the laminar flow thereof is held. 

The fine particles introduced to fine-particle classification 
apparatus 801 by second aerosol carrying pipe 114 illus- 
trated in FIG. 1 are extracted from classified aerosol extrac- 4 _ 
tion outlet 309. The carrying time of fine particles spent by 
the detection thereof at Minute- amp ere meter 124 depends 
on the flow rate of the carrier gas and that of the sheath gas. 

Generally, fine particles floating in a gas cause the colli- 
sion and aggregation thereof due to the effect of Brownian 50 
diffusion. The diameter of the fine particles are thereby 
increased as time passes. Further with the aggregation of fine 
particles, the particle concentration of the fine particles 
floating in the gas is decreased. Basically, in the case where 
the initial diameters of the fine particles are uniform, the 55 
particle concentration of the fine particles is decreased in 
inverse proportion to the lime. In the case where the initial 
particle concentration of fine particles floating in the gas is 
large, the ratio of aggregation thereof is also large. As a 
result, the dependency of the particle concentration on the 60 
time and initial particle concentration is expressed as that a 
difference between the reciprocal of the initial particle 
concentration and that of a particle concentration at some 
time is proportional to the time. 

Accordingly, when the carrying time of fine particles is 65 
long, the effects of aggregations of fine particles cannot be 
eliminated. In order to decrease the effects of such 
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aggregations, it is considered to shorten the carrying time of 
fine particles, or to decrease the initial particle concentration 
of fine particles. In order to shorten the carrying time of fine 
particles, it is considered to increase the gas velocities of 
carrier gas and sheath gas, or to shorten a distance between 
second aerosol carrying pipe 114 and minute-ampere meter 
124. 

In addition, the initial particle concentration of fine par- 
ticles also depends on the generation method of fine par- 
ticles. Accordingly, it is effective to miniaturize fine-particle 
classification apparatus 801, further to use a small-sized 
pump as a vacuum pump composing sheath gas differential- 
exhaustion system 126, and to shorten the distance between 
second aerosol carrying pipe 114 and minute-ampere meter 
124. 

FIG. 9 illustrates the time dependency of the particle 
concentration of fine particles floating with the initial par- 
ticle diameter of 10 nm. 

As can been seen from FIG. 9, when the initial particle 
concentration of fine particles with the initial diameter of 10 
nm is 10 12 particles/m 3 , the time required by that the initial 
particle concentration becomes half is more than about 1.0 
sec. In other words, when the time required by that the fine 
particles are earned to minute-ampere meter 124 from 
second aerosol carrying pipe 114 is within 1.0 sec, it is 
possible to suppress that the initial particle concentration of 
fine particles is decreased to the half thereof. In this case, it 
is possible to suppress the effects of aggregations of fine 
particles considerably. 

Specifically, the carrying path from second aerosol car- 
rying pipe 114 to minute-ampere meter 124 is composed of 
pipes with a diameter of 0.5 inch. The carrying distance 
between second aerosol carrying pipe 114 and minute- 
ampere meter 124 is set to 50 cm. The flow rate of carrier gas 
is 1SLM (1/min at 0° C. and 1 atmospheric pressure). Under 
these conditions, the carrying velocity for fine particles 
when the operation pressure of fine -particle classification 
apparatus 801 is about 50 Torr (in other words, the pressure 
inside carrier gas pipe is about 50 Torr) is about 2.2 m/sec. 
Therefore, the time required by the carry of the fine particles 
is estimated to be about 0.23 sec. It is thus achieved to obtain 
fine-particle classification apparatus 801 in which the time 
required by that the particles are carried from second aerosol 
carrying pipe 114 to minute-ampere meter 124 is within 1.0 
sec. In such an device, it is possible to classify and detect 
fine particles with the diameter of 10 nm when the operation 
pressure in fine-particle classification apparatus 801 is in a 
range of 20 to 50 Torr. 

As described above, by miniaturizing fine-particle clas- 
sification apparatus 801, it is possible to provide a fine- 
particle classification apparatus which is easy to carry and 
enables the easy attachment thereof to any kind of aerosol 
generation apparatus. 

As described above, in fine-particle classification appa- 
ratus 801 according to the second embodiment, Hat portions 
A802 and B803 are in the form of rectangles, so that 
fine-particle classification apparatus 801 has classification 
region 806 in the form of a rectangle. As a result, it is made 
possible to classify fine particles efficiently. 

Further, the cross-section area of classification region 806 
is made equal to or larger than that of the pipe at the upper 
stream portion than sheath gas introduction inlet 813. Thus, 
the cross-section area of classification region 806 can be 
decreased to a value equal to that of the cross-section area 
of the pipe at the upper stream portion than sheath gas 
introduction inlet 813. As a result, it is possible to decrease 
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the sheath gas capacity inside line -particle classification 
apparatus 801. Further, it is possible to decrease t he effective 
exhaustion rate and exhaustion capacity of a vacuum pump 
placed at a downstream portion than sheath gas exhaustion 
outlet 815. Furthermore, in the case where the cross-section 5 
area of classification region 806 is made equal to that of the 
pipe at the upper stream portion than sheath gas introduction 
inlet 813, it is possible to prevent rapid changes of conduc- 
tance in front and rear portions of sheath gas introduction 
inlet 813. Thus, it is possible to suppress stagnation from 10 
being generated in the flow of sheath gas. 

In addition, in the second embodiment, the form of the 
cross section of the sheath gas pipe at the upper stream 
portion than sheath gas introduction inlet 813 is continu- 
ously changed to the form of the cross section of classifi- 15 
cation region 806. It is thereby possible to prevent the rapid 
changes of the form of sheath gas path in the front and rear 
potions of sheath gas introduction inlet 813. As a result, it is 
possible to suppress stagnation and disorder of the sheath 
gas flow, and to keep the laminar flow thereof. ~° 

Further, in the second embodiment, the four corners of the 
cross section of classification region 806 are cut to be 
circles, thereby facilitating that the sheath gas being flown 
from the pipe in the form of a cylinder at the upper stream 
portion than sheath gas introduction inlet 813 keeps the 25 
laminar flow inside fine-particle classification apparatus 
801. 

In addition, according to the second embodiment, it is 
possible to carry the line particles, which are generated at a 
pressure less than the atmospheric pressure and then ionized 
in ionization chamber 117, to fine-particle classification 
apparatus 801 with the differential exhaustion to classify. 

In addition, in the second embodiment, the operation 
pressure inside classification region 806 is less than 50 Torr. 35 
It is thereby possible to carry the fine particles, which are 
generated at a pressure less than 50 Torr and then ionized in 
ionization chamber 117, to fine-particle classification appa- 
ratus 801 with the differential exhaustion to classify. 

Further, in the second embodiment, the lime required by 40 
the fine particles being carried from second aerosol carrying 
pipe 114 to minute -ampere meter 124 is within 1.0 second. 
By thus shorting the carrying time spent by the fine particles 
being introduced and then detected, it is possible to reduce 
the effects of the aggregations of fine particles in the 45 
carrying process. 

The present invention is not limited to the above 
described embodiments, and various variations and modifi- 
cations may be possible without departing from the scope of 
the p resent invention. so 

This application is based on the Japanese Patent Appli- 
cation No.HEIlO-314297 filed on Nov. 5, 1998, entire- 
content of which is expressly incorporated by reference 
herein. 

What is claimed is: 

1. A low pressure functional material production appara- 
tus comprising: 

an aerosol generation section which generates an aerosol 
containing fine particles by irradiating a laser beam on 
a first target material in a low pressure background gas; 

an introduction section which introduces the aerosol, gen- 
erated in the aerosol generation section to a fine particle 
classification section; 

the fine particle classification section comprising an appa- 65 
ralus capable of classifying the fine particles based on 
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electrical mobility, which classifies the fine particles, in 
a sheath gas, from the aerosol, in a low pressure 
background gas; and 
a deposition section which receives fine particles classi- 
fied in the fine particle classification section and 
receives species generated by irradiating a laser beam 
on a second target material, and deposits the classified 
fine particles and the species on the substrate, in a low 
pressure background gas. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the introduction 
section introduces the aerosol to the classification system 
using a carrier gas with a velocity sufficient to introduce the 
aerosol into the classification section using a static pressure 
differential. 

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the deposition 
section receives the species at substantially the same time as 
collecting the classified fine particles on the substrate and 
disperses the classified particles in the species. 

4. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the deposition 
section receives the species at substantially the same time 
after collecting the classified fine particles on the substrate 
and dispersing the classified particles in the species. 

5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the deposition 
section further comprises a target exchange mechanism 
which exchanges the second target material for a third 
transparent electrode target material, irradiates the third 
material with a laser beam to generate species which are 
deposited on the classified fine particles and species of the 
second target material, so as to form a transparent electrode. 

6. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the deposition 
section is configured to deposit the classified fine particles 
and the species composed of the second target material from 
a direction normal to the substrate. 

7. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the classification 
section comprises a charging section, which electrically 
charges the fine particles using a radioactive isotope. 

8. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the classification 
section comprises a charging section which electrically 
charges the fine particles using a vacuum ultraviolet light 
source. 

9. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the aerosol genera- 
tion section charges the fine particles generated with the 
laser beam as a pulse laser in an ablation plume caused by 
a pulse laser beam. 

10. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the deposition 
section measures an electron transfer carried out as classified 
charged fine particles are deposited using an electric current. 

11. Hie apparatus of claim 5, wherein the deposition 
section carries out deposition of both or either of the second 
and third target materials by sputtering. 

12. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the operating 
pressure in the classification section is less than 50 Torr. 

13. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the time required to 
transfer the fine particles from the introduction section to the 
deposition section is within 1 second. 

14. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the density of the 
earner gas is greater than the density of the low pressure 
background gas inside the aerosol generation section. 

15. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein a density of the 
sheath gas is greater than the density of the low pressure 
background gas inside the aerosol generation section. 

16. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the carrier gas is in 
a viscous flow state. 

*= * * * * 
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